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Date: March 5, 2025
To: Cookie Smith, Author
From: Shari Marshall, Editor

Re: Stylistic Editing

Thank you for allowing me to complete a stylistic edit on Chapter 8, “Before Wheels
Up.” It has been a pleasure learning about you and your flying journey.

The current word count is 973, with minimal writing required to finish the chapfter.
| have created and attached a Style Sheet for reference and additional information.
If you need clarification or have questions about the proposed changes, please

contact me by March 19, 2025, through the email previously provided. We can
schedule a Zoom meeting if required.
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Chapter 8

Before Wheels Up4-—theKit -

Commented [SM1]: Cookie, this is how
| propose reviewing this edited
chapter. | recommend accepting the
edits you agree with, but leaving edits
you don't agree with in place and

" | adding a comment.

| Commented [SM2]: This chapter relies

primarily on sight. | recommend
adding sound, taste, feel, and smell
as appropriate.

Examples to consider:
1. The fuel smell.
2. The feel of the wooden dowels.
3. Sounds of the airplane and
helicopter traffic when you walk
through it.

features is one of pride because I’m part of the group that knows these things. I also know that

some of these items vary depending on the season. However, fin every season, rew-had-great

appreeiationfor-what gees-inte-preparing a commercial aircraft for takeoff involves—Yeu-havete

calling andto check the web for weather conditions, prepareing a-eemplex flight plan, filling out

log books, calculatinge weight and balance, and walking around the plane twiceFWICE doing

checks—mmcm —poin e aline s v o el

‘Todav Amelia and I are preparing a two-seater C-152. Most schools have phased out the older

C-152s, which is sad because these planes are cheaper to rent than the four-seater C-172. They’re

“| Commented [SM3]: As per the

structural outline, this section has
been moved to the previous
chapter—Chapter 7, Ground School. |
have noted a few other sections
being moved in or out of this chapter
based on the structural outline as

S lwell.

Commented [SM4]: Deleted for flow
“. | and clarity in this chapter.

| Commented [SM5]: How does this

sound for an introduction to this
chapter?2
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cramped, but if you’re an average to smaller-sized person—Ilike Amelia and me—you can save

money. Amelia takes me through the walk around, \counter—clockwise\. First-of all,sShe checks

the lights, then every nook and cranny, raising and lowering, pulling, peering, and prodding parts

ol the plane-youdon't-want-anything to-fall- offin-the air.

Inside the plane [I‘ flip on the master switch, lower the flaps, switch on the lights and the pilot

“| Commented [SM6]: This is pasted here

from Chapter 3, “Flights of Fancy.” |
made modest edits to improve flow

and clarity.

tube heater, check the pilot tube is heating, check all the lights, then turn off the switches and

master. With the power off, I check the wings, the ailerons, and flaps, the empennage, struts, tire

treads, pressure, bolts on the tire, landing gear, prop, fan belt, antenna, and belly. I check the

empennage—plane tail—including the rudder, controlled by foot pedals, the elevators, controlled

by the yoke, and the trim, controlled by a vertical dial, or wheelu

| Commented [SM7]: Does the walk-

around have to be performed
counter-clockwise? If not, consider

" | removing.

‘W%en the fuel tanker comes, I watch the gas jockey unravel the hose from the shiny tanker

| Commented [SM8]: This is pasted here

from Chapter 9, “PIREP.” | made
modest edits to improve flow and
clarity.

Please ensure that the order for these
activities is accurate and reorder as
needed.

step up on the plane, and guide the nozzle into the waiting tank. He repeats the procedure on the

other side. When he unclips the grounding wire and rolls it back onto the spool with the winch, [

double-check the tanks with the dipsticks. My dad taught me how to use a dipstick to add oil to

our cars, so I'm prepared for thi_sat—t—aslefer—t—h%pl—a—ﬂ%wheﬂ—ﬂeeessafﬁ. \

“{ commented [SM9]: Consider including

a bit of information about how you
are feeling about reaching this point
in your training. It can be as subtle as
noting that there is excited energy in
your movements as you complete
each check.

The wings are the fuel tanks, so [yeu-have-to hop on-up-te the footholds to reach the red cap.
I’m not unless—rou-are-tall enough to reach the caps from the ground-and-Frmnetanywaynear
that-tall. YeuuUntwisting the cap, | put in-the wooden dowel in to double-check the amount in
each wing. [¥eu have to be quick-te reading them before the gas evaporates in the wind ander
heat. Most schools/rentals use clear plastic tubes youa person can put ayeur finger over the-tep-in
order-to seal the gas sample into the tube but, my flight school has-the vintage wooden dowels.

Under each wing is a nipple—a tit——that [ pushyeu-stick a metal prong into. I milk the

nipple.;and-“milk” causing gas #nto flow into a cup with the prong attached to it. andl examine
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| commented [SM10]: This is pasted

here from Chapter 9, “PIREP.” | made
modest edits to improve flow and

clarity.

| Commented [SM11]: How would your

father feel if he could see you in this
moment?2 Does it mirror how you feel
about yourselfe
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the blue fuel for any contaminants-{Seme-students-eall-ita-tit) like—Forexample,any water.

Water that may-have sot-into the fuel falls to the bottom.-as-weuld-anything else. like bits of rust] -

After you scrutinize the cup, you throw the fuel on the ground; an offering to the runway deities

for a safe flight.

‘Fbr safety and attention to detail, I double-check the tanks. This is one of the few areas of my

life I have a free pass to be meticulous. If I didn’t double-check the tanks, in this case, Amelia

and I would be too nose-heavy for take-off. We needed more weight behind the nose to get

safely off the ground.

‘E\nsuring the tanks are filled properly is important for takeoff and a safe flight. The lowest

I’ve seen tanks is three gallons per side. This doesn’t meet the club’s minimum of six gallons of

reserve fuel, or one hour’s fuel, plus the amount of fuel needed for your trip. For circuits, we

needed at least one hour’s fuel on top of that, so twelve gallons is the minimum. For mine and

Amelia’s low combined weight, full tanks are preferable. If I don’t double-check that the tanks

are properly filled, we might not be able to take off.

When we finish the walk--around procedures, |Ameliashe shows me how to walk safely

amongst the plane and helicopter traffic. We go back to the briefing room at the flight club, past
the stimulators and other student-instructor pairs-in-cenference. She uses an-aderable; miniature;

metalrellow plane to give me a lecture on the attitude and movement of aircraftﬂ

Commented [SM12]: What happens if
there is water in the fuel2 Consider
including a couple of sentences
about this here.

| commented [SM13]: Are pilots

superstitiouse | recommend a brief
explanation of this.

“{commented [SM14]: This is pasted

here from Chapter 9, “PIREP.” |
reworded “be obsessive, compulsive,
paranoid” to “meticulous” for
conscious and inclusive language
pUrposes.

{ commented [SM15]: This is pasted

here from Chapter 9, “PIREP.” | made
modest edits to improve flow and
clarity.

| Commented [SM16]: You have been

developing Amelia’s character over
the proceeding chapters. This
paragraph offers an opportunity to
provide readers with another glimpse
at Amelia and your student-teacher
relationship. Things to consider:
e Does she take advantage of
learning opportunities like this one?
How do you feel about that?
Is she always inventive with her
tfeaching methods, like using the
miniature plane? How does that

*|impact your leamning?

«‘ Commented [SM17]: Why do you

return to the briefing room? Are you
and Amelia flying today or were you
just learning how to do the walk
around? Please clarify.
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At the flight club, we holler out our weight as nonchalantly as if it were our favorite hockey

player’s jersey number, except with no judgment. I don’t like to tell anyone my weight, but

weight is one of the many numbers we need for our calculations to see if we can take off and

land safely. I have to redo calculations for my and my instructor’s combined weight, as I

discovered when [ gained five pounds throughout my training. There is a doctor’s scale shoved

along one wall in case we need to weigh our unsuspecting passengers.

l@ve other instructors I fly with when Amelia isn’t available. They’re the standard weight

for males—200 pounds. So, when flying with the big guys, we can’t have over eighteen gallons

of fuel onboard, and no luggage. or we won’t be able to fly safely. I can feel these weight

differences in the way the plane handles, depending on who is sitting in the right seat. When

Amelia is sitting there, we take off like a rocket and gain altitude quickly. However, when one of

the other instructors is in the right seat, I can feel the plane labor until it reaches altitude and the

plane has to work harder to get to the turning points.

One of the biggest differences between summer and winter flying is [deicing.‘

Wll the work that goes into preparing a plane for wheels up and the personal skills—detail-

orientated, exceptional memory, decisive, disciplined—manage the potential risks and improve

flight safety.

“| Commented [SM18]: This is pasted

here from Chapter 3, “Flights of
Fancy.” | made modest edits to
improve flow and clarity.

Does this happen before or after the

walk around?
| Commented [SM19]: This is pasted

here from Chapter 9, “PIREP.” | made
modest edits fo improve flow and
Clarity.

“| Commented [SM20]: | recommend

writing a paragraph about deicing,
including what it is, how it is done,
and why it is completed. To pull it all
together, | recommended a deicing
photograph from your pictures be

placed at the end of this chapter.

| Commented [SM21]: Does this work for

the beginning of the conclusion
paragraph? Please add your feelings
of accomplishment and overcoming
as alead into the next chapter,

“Yoke in Hand."
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“| Commented [SM22]: | have deleted
this section because it doesn’t fit with
the chapter’s narrative and themes.
Do you agree?

“| Commented [SM23]: Cookie, it's been
a pleasure working on this project
and | look forward to working with
you again.
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arrives in May. | can book a lesson. | Commented [SM24]: Move this section

to the previous chapter—Chapter 7,
Ground School.




